UNRULY FAMILY
intention of making any purchase in that neighbourhood; and to
the renewal of his request for a provision for his family, I do not see
any reason to give a different answer than the last year. . . . My
dear Lord, I cannot deny that on the subject of the Duke of Gloucester
my heart is wounded. I have ever loved him more with the fond-
ness one bears to a child than a brother: his whole conduct, from
the time of his publishing what I must ever think a highly disgraceful
step, has tended to make the breach wider; I cannot therefore bring
myself, on a repetition of his application, to give him hopes of a
future establishment for his children, which would only bring a
fresh altercation about his wife, whom I can never think of placing
in a situation to answer her extreme pride and vanity. Should he
be so ill-advised as to have a provision for her moved in Parliament,
the line of conduct to be held is plain. As rny conduct is proper,
I am not unwilling that the whole world may know it; and all the
answer to be given by my Ministers, that it is natural the King
should not apply to Parliament for provisions for the children of a
younger branch of his family when he has not as yet done it for his
own numerous offspring, and totally avoid mentioning the lady.
So far for the public; but for yourself, I am certain you know my
way of thinking too well to doubt that, should any accident happen
to the Duke, I shall certainly take care of his children. To sum the
whole up, I do not chuse, for the sake of preventing the affair being
agitated in Parliament, to authorize your giving an answer that I do
not think it right to give.
What worried George—and it worried many others in Society—
was the fact that the Duchess's birth had been irregular: her
mother had been a milliner—Mrs Clements by name—when
Sir Edward Walpole had taken her under his protection.
Not until 1780 were the royal brothers reconciled: the Dukes
—but not the Duchesses—were then allowed to come to Court,
Gloucester did his utmost to make amends for the past and loyally
supported George at a time when his political enemies were
striving to make the royal position as difficult as possible.
Cumberland, on the other hand, made those same enemies his
boon companions; and his home, Cumberland House, was the
Opposition's unofficial rendezvous. He was a perky little person,
who loved to boast that he was a good Whig and had a con-
temptuous hatred of the clergy of the Establishment. He took
his nephews—the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York—under
his wing; and with the assistance of his coarse-mouthed Duchess
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